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FROM TEAMWARE - 5 2000

Wishing You a Peaceful
Holiday Season!

In the spirit of Christmas

Teamware helps the
elderly in need through
the Red Cross

Instead of sending traditional Christmas cards this year
Teamware Group has decided to donate these funds to
the Red Cross. Each time this Newsletter is downloaded,
Teamware donates one Euro to a charity program helping
the needy people in Abkhazia, in northwestern Caucasia.
Due to the war and an extensive blockade, the economy
of Abkhazia has suffered tremendously. The Red Cross
Community Kitchens Program aids the most underprivileged
people to survive in the miserable circumstances.

Even though it is six years since the end of the fighting between
Georgia and Abkhazia, the Abkhaz people are still feeling the
effects of the blockade. Relief supplies are sorely needed in all
areas of daily life, with food and medical care especially lacking.
The ones who are suffering the most are - once again - the elderly,
the disabled, members of minorities and those without any form
of social welfare.

The essential lifeline

The community kitchens program, launched by The International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 1994, is rapidly becoming
the only source of sustenance for 6700 people in Abkhazia. There
are now 27 canteens in the region, and the number of beneficiaries
is still growing. The objective is simple: to provide people with a
hot, balanced meal each day, consisting of soup, a main course,
a pound of bread, plus tea and sugar. Once a month the beneficiaries
receive a ration of fish. Soap is distributed monthly.

Since September 1997 the community kitchen program has been

funded by the Finnish Red Cross, which has seconded a delegate
to run the project. The delegate, Heimo Nurminen, is proud of the
work done by the Red Cross with the help of various donations.
“We are here to build a social welfare system. These people don’t
have any income or land to cultivate. They live in draughty one-
room apartments with no electricity or water supply. In our community
kitchens they are being provided with one hot meal a day. The
authorities are powerless in this volatile, insecure situation
exacerbated by the presence of armed groups under nobody's
control.”

A large proportion of the vegetables used for the meals are
produced locally under the ICRC's food and agriculture program,
which aims to restore a measure of self-sufficiency to the people.
The other supplies are imported from Finland or from the rest of
the Europe.

Situated in northwestern Caucasia Abkhazia covers 8,700 km2
between the eastern shores of the Black Sea and the crestline
of the main Caucasus range. Georgia declared independence in
1992, soon after which Abkhazia extricated itself from the state
of Georgia. The war took place between September 1993 and May
1994. Since then there have been continuous cease-fires and
negotiations but no final resolution has been reached. The Abkhaz
economy is in constant depression and therefore the majority of
the population is depending on external help.

More information on the International Red Cross:
WwWw.icrc.org.

For more information about “MAIL”, please contact editor Hanne
Jarveld, tel. +358 9 5128 2721 or hanne.jarvela@teamware.com.
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